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That they might know thee, the only true God, aud 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 


Jonx xvii. 3. 


To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are 
all things. | 1 Co, viii. 6. 


By evil report and good report; as deceivers and yet 
true. 2 Cop, vi. g. 
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THE PREFACE. 


Having concluded my Diſcourſes on 
the Evidences of Revealed Religion with an Ad- 
dreſs to the Congregation, by way of preparation 
for this, which I have alſo been- requeſted to 
publiſh, it will not be improper to inſert it 
here. 

« have now completed the ſeries of Diſ- 
courſes which I propoſed to deliver on the Evi- 
dences of Revealed Religion, and at the requeſt 
of many of my hearers, they will very ſoon be 
publiſhed. In the two firſt of the diſcourſes and 
the preſent, I have endeavoured to ſhew, what 
is the real uſe and genuine ſpirit, of this reli- 
gion, and therefore why it is of ſo much import- 
ance as to be worth contending for. But it will 
be ſaid by unbelievers, that Chriſtians are much 
divided among themſelves. To what ſe& muſt 
we be converted? I anſwer, that all the ſects of 
Chriſtians, numerous as they. are, are agreed 
with reſpe& to every thing that is really funda- 
mental, and that has any great influence on ns 
tempers and conduct of men. 

They all agree in the belief of due bens, 
the providence, and the righteous moral govern- 
ment of God, in the divine miſſion of Moſes and 
the prophets, of Chriſt and the apoſtles, and alſo 
in the authority of the ſcriptures of the Old and 
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New Teſtaments; and, what is of more conſe. 
quence than theſe, and ta which. theſe articles of 
faith are themſelves ſubſervient, they all believe 
in a ſtate of righteous retribution after death. 
To whatever denomination of Chriſtians, there. 
fore, thoſe who are, or have been, unbelievers, 
may chuſe to join themſelves, or whether they 
think proper to join no exiſting. fect at all, but 
form a new diviſion of themſelves, I receive 
them as brethren. They are poſſeſſed of the 
great means and motives of virtue here, and if 
theſe have their-due inftuence upon their diſpoſi. 
tions and conduct, they will be happy hereafter, 
« But many Chriſtians, who ought to know 
better, are much alarmed at the idea of great 
danger from the ſpread of certain opinions, el. 
pecially thoſe of the unitarians, with. whom it is 
known that I claſs myſelf. therefore think it may 
not be improper (and I know it to be the wiſh 
of many perſons) if I give you one diſcourſe on 
that ſubject. And I am willing to hope that, if 
it be heard with candour, without which no 
true judgment can be formed of any thing, the 
conſequence will be that, whatever may be 
thought of the truth or erroneouſneſs.of: the doc. 
trine, what I ſhall obſerve may be the means of 
leſſening the horror that ſome worthy perſons 
have conceived of it, and. of promoting that mu- 
tual candour among Chriſtians of different de- 


| _ nominations, the want of which is one of the 


principal objections to the whole ſcheme, with 
many unbelievers, Who,, without. conſidering. 


Pa 


6 THE PREFACE. CY 
hat chriſtianity itſelf is, judge of it by the effect 
that it has on thoſe who profeſs it, and who are 
more particularly ſhocked at the animoſity which 
ſme Chriſtians entertain for others. This diſ- 
courſe, therefore, will not be without ſome re- 
lation to the defence of chriſtianity, in recom- 
mending it to the acceptance of unbelievers ; 
and if it produce, in any meaſure, this moſt de- 
ſtrable effect, it will be the moſt proper cloſe 
to all the diſcourſes that I have delivered, though 
it will not be printed with then.” 

The former diſcourſes I have printed ſepa · 
rately, - that theſe perſons who wiſh to peruſe 
them, may have an opportunity of doing it 
without having any thing that would be offenſive 
to them obtruded upon them at the fame time. 
Except what 1 have advanced concerning the 
doctrine of a ſoul, thoſe diſcourſes contain no- 
thing that can give offence to any Chriſtians, let: 
their peculiar opinions be what they will - and 
if I have not been miſin formed, even what Lob. 
ſerved om that ſubje& did not prove to- be ſo of- 
fenſive as I had apprehended. Indeed, the firm. 
belief of the doctrine of a reſurrection muſt, with 
the truly conſiderate, make any difference of 
opinion which can only affect the doctrine ot 
an intermediate tate of little conſequence: * 

In general, unitarians have a particular 
claim to the candour of their fellow Chriſtians, 
as their devotional ſervices are ſuch as any other 
Chriſtians may join in. But it neceſſarily hap. 
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| pens that they cannot conſcientiouſly Join in 
the devotions of others, who, believing both Je. 
ſus Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, to be, each of 
them, poſſeſſed of all divine attributes, as well 
as the Father, make them (as, to be conſiſtent 
with themſelves, they ought to do) equally the 
the objects of their worſhip. This unitariang 
neceſſarily conſider as idolatry, as much as the 
worſhip of the virgin Mary, or any other ſaints 
in the Popiſh calendar. In conſequence of 
this, unitarians are often much embarralled, 
and when they are few in number, their caſe 
is deſerving: particular conſideration. 

I ſhall probably be aſked, what is to be 
done by conſcientious unitarians, who, as ſuch, 
cannot join in trinitarian worſhip; but who ag 
Chriſtians would not forſake the aſſembling them: 
ſelves together tor the purpoſe of public worſhip, 
who are yet without a regular or learned minil- 
ter, ahd have not the means of procuring one? 
I anſwer, the ſame that the primitive Chriſtians 
did when they were in the ſame ſituation. They 
formed themſelves into ſocieties for prayer, 
reading the ſcriptures, and mutual exhortation, 
and with far leſs advantage than unitarians are 
now poſſeſſed of. 

It is, in recs nothing elle than ſuperſi 
tion that has made regular miniſters, as they are 
called, fo neceſſary as they are now become; 


there being nothing that is done by them that 


may not be done, and with as much effect, 
without them. It will at this day be readily 
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admitted, that there are no peculiar powers 
conferred by ordination, or any peculiar ſancti- 
ty in the character of miniſters. Chriſtian mi- 
niſters become ſo by the choice of the people to 
whom they officiate, and like other ſervants, 
they ceaſe to be miniſters when they think pro- 
per to diſmiſs them. And, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of any perſon of learning and ability to 
compoſe ſermons or prayers, they will find helps 
for this purpoſe abundantly ſufficient for the oc- 
caſions of any ſociety whatever, and ſuperior to 
any that myſelf, or any other perſon, could un- 
dertake to ſupply them with. The beſt that I 
could compoſe for the uſe of unitarian congrega- 
tions are already before the public, and there 
are various excellent Iiturgies for thoſe who pre- 
fer that mode of worſhip. 

My advice, therefore, would be that, for 
the preſent, the unitarians in this city ſhould 
form themſelves into ſocieties, though in ſmall 
numbers. Let a few perſons, who, as in primi- 
tive times; may be called elders, be choſen to 
dire their affairs ; let them meet every Lord's 
day for public worſhip, when any compoſitions 
approved by the ſociety may be read, and bap- 
tilm and the Lord's ſupper adminiſtered.  - 

Hereafter theſe ſocieties may be united un- 
der a regular miniſter, which will, no doubt, 
be more reſpectable, and more advantageous to 
the common cauſe ; when a proper place of wor- 
ſhip may be provided for them. But by no 
means let the important object of publicworſhpi, 
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and the holding up to the view of the world 
chriſtian and unitarian principles, be abandoned, 
or long ſuſpended, for want of ſuch a convenience. 
| The opinion and praftice of individuals in 
private life have little effect for want of notoriety; 
but a church, and a place of public worſhip, 
known to all, and open to all who chooſe to at. 
tend it, is like à city that is ſet on à hill, that 
cannot be bid. By joining ſuch churches, or af. 
ſemblies, we likewiſe make that open profeſſion of 
our principles which the goſpel requires of us. 
Let thoſe, then, who have a juſt zeal for their 
_ chriſtian and unitarian principles confer toge-. 
ther, and it may pleaſe God that a ſmall begin- 
ning may lead to a great and valuable end, 
They will, at leaſt, have done their duty, and 
may with more ſatisfaction acquieſce in whatever 
the ſovereign and wile diſpoſer of all things ſhall 
determine with reſpe& to the final iſue. 
I | ſhall take this opportunity of obſerving, 
that the ſuperſtitious idea of the neceſlity of or- 
dained miniſters to ehriſtian congregations is of 
great prejudice in thoſe parts of this country, in 
which, at the firſt forming of a ſettlement, there 
are not families enow to maintain a miniſter. ' 
For without ſtated meetings for reading the 
ſcriptures and public worſhip, there is great 
danger not only that all ſenſe, but that all 
knowledge, of religion .will i in time be. obliter- 
ated. But this may eaſily be prevented by the 
method that is here propoſed. 
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Some ſaid, What will this babbler ſay? He ſeemeth to be a 
ſetter forth of ſtrange gods, becauſe he preached unto 
them Jeſas and the reſurrection. And they took him, and 
brought him to Areopagus, ſaying, May we know what 

| this new doctrine, whereof thou ſpeakeſt, is. For thou 

bringeſt ſtrange things to our ears. We would know 
therefore what theſe things mean. 


AcTs xvi. 18--20, 


een ns 3 834 


Mv ctuation in this country, excluded 
on my arrival in it, from almoſt every 


pulpit“, as if I was ſuſpected of holding, 


and of being diſpoſed to propagate, ſome 
ſtrange and miſchievious doctrine, ſo ſtrong- 
ly brought to my mind the ſimilar ſituation of 
Paul at Athens, that I intended, if ever I 
ſhould have an opportunity of addreſſing 

B myſelf 


I was, however deſired to preach at Princeton. 


TT” ˙ » —ᷣ—„-—-— — 2 0 
= 
* 


2 |  UNITARIANISM 


myſelf to 1 of its inhabitants (an oppor- 
tunity which the liberality of this congrega- 


tion has now given me, and which would 
have been given me at that time, if this 
place had then been ready) to addreſs them 
from that part of the goſpel hiſtory which I 


have now recited. The caſe being new 
to me, I could not help ſuſpecting, either 
that I was not in a chriſtian country, or 
that I was not conſidered as a Chirſtian in 
it. For let Chriſtians differ ever ſo much 
from one another, they have many things 
and thoſe of the greateſt importance, in 
common, and on theſe common topics, it 
is certainly very poſſible for any chriſtian 
miniſter, to addreſs a chriſtian audience to 
their mutual edification. | 

Not doubting, however, but that J 
was among Chriſtians, for I attended pub- 
lic worſhip in various places, and found it 


to be chriſtian, I neceſſarily. concluded, 
that I was not myſelf conſidered as a Chriſ- 


tian, or one that was deſerving of thename; 
and as I flattered. myſelf that this idea 


of me aroſe from ſome miſconception of 


my 
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my principles, I thought it might not be 
improper, to take ſome opportunity to give 
an explicit account of them. I therefore 
now conſider . myſelf as in the ſituation of 
Paul before the council of Areopagus at 
Athens, called upon to give an account 
of the ſtrange dofrines that I hold. 

To the people of this country I muſt 
ſuppoſe that, like Paul, I have been re- 
preſented either as à ſetter forth of ſtrange 
gods, or ſome ſtrange and dangerous doc- 
trine concerning God. For nothing ſhort 
of this can account for the treatment that 
I met with. But, in reality, like Paul 
I only preach Feſus and the reſurrefion ; this 
rightly explained, having ever been the 


ſum and ſubſtance of all my preaching, 


maintaining the divine miſſion of : Jeſus, 
or his authority from God to inſtruct man- 
kind, and eſpecially to teach, and in his 
own perſon exemplify, the great doctrine of 
a reſurrection from the dead, and a ſtate 
of righteous retribution after death. Of 
this I hope 1 have given ſufficient evidence 
in the diſcourſes I have already delivered. 

What 
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What are the great principles of all 
religion, as far as it can influence practice 
(in which reſpe& alone it is of any real 


uſe and importance to rational beings, 


and members of civil ſociety) but the 


- doctrines concerning God, his attributes, 


his providence, and a future ſtate, con- 
cerning our duty in this life, and our 
expectations in another? And why is 
revelation of more- advantage than mere 
natural religion, as I have already ſhewn 
that it is, and therefore a bleſſing to 


| 7 mankind, but as it [teaches the doctrines 


concerning theſe intereſting ſubjects in a 
clearer manner, and with more ſatisfactory 
evidence? 10 

Whatever nature may ba. beak to 
have taught, it is a fact, that without 
revelation mankind were univerſally. idola- 
ters, worſhipping a multiplicity of gods, 
and by means of rites highly injurious to 
morality, ſome of them abominably im- 
pure, and others ſhockingly cruel ; and 


their notions concerning a future ſtate 
were never ſuch as could be of much uſe 


to 
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to the cauſe of virtue. With this light of 
nature they were likewiſe miſerably be- 
wildered, and mifled by various ſuperſtiti- 
ous practices, ſuch as thoſe of divination, 
magic and necromancy, ariſing from their 
ignorance of the laws of nature, and of 
the true cauſes of events. 

Infinitely are mankind indebted to 
revelation for delivering them from their 
ſervile bondage to theſe ſuperſtitions, in- 
forming them concerning the unity of the 
divine nature, the creation of the univerſe 
by one intelligent Being, and his conſtant 
providence, extending to all events, to- | 
gether with his fixed purpoſe to reward 
virtue, and puniſh vice, if not in this 
world, ſurely in another. But eſpecially 
are we indebted to chriſtianity, as the 
means of bringing life and immortality to light; 
teaching us to look above and beyond this 
world, to conſider ourſelves as pilgrims 
and ſtrangers here; and as citizens of heaven, 
where it, therefore, behoves us to have 
our treaſure, our hearts, and our con- 
verſation. | 


When 
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When this was done for mankind, 
what more remained to be done, but to 
make theſe great ſubjects familiar to the 


mind, by frequent exhibitions, and happy 


illuſtrations. To illuſtrate the ſcriptures, 


in which theſe great and practical truths 


are conveyed to us, to-unfold the various 
duties of man with reſpect to God, his 
neighbour, and himſelf (which requires 
ſome knowledge of human nature and hu- 
man life, as well as of the ſcriptures) and to 


enforce the obſervance of them by proper 


motives, is the great buſineſs of a chriſtian 
miniſter; and ſuch has been the uſual 
ſtrain of my preaching to the. age to 


which I am now arrived; and ſuch I may 


therefore venture to ſay, would be the 
uſual ſtrain of my preaching, were I to 
reſume the employment, Ws 

At the ſame time, however, I Ante 


ledge that there are religious truths, 


though not of primary, yet of ſecondary, 
and of conſiderable, importance, on which, 


for various reaſons, I have thought it my 


duty not to. be ſilent, — in an age 
abound- 


, 
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acai with unbelievers. Chriſtianity, 
beſides being proved to be true, and in- 
deed, as a neceſſary ſtep in the proof of 


its truth, muſt be ſhewn to be rational, ſuch 


as men of good ſenſe can receive without 
abandoning the uſe of their reaſon, or 
making a ſacrifice of it to what is called 
faith. The author of our religion required 
no ſuch ſacrifice. He required of his diſ- 
ciples, that they ſhould both hear and under- 
ſtand (Mark vii. 14.) what he delivered, 
which implies that he taught nothing that 
they were not capable of underſtanding, 
and which it was not their duty to en- 
deavour to underſtand. * 
But many een have been taught 
under the name of chriſtianity, which it is 
not pretended that men can ever under- 
ſtand. Againſt all ſuch doctrines, the off- 


ſpring of ignorance, or artifice, it is the 


duty of every intelligent Chriſtian to enter 
his proteſt, as the bane of genuine chriſti- 
anity, and what is in danger of bringing 
it into univerſal diſcredit. They are as 
| a2 mill- 


4 millſtone about its neck, and unleſs 
detached from it muſt inevitably fink it, 
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Permit me then, thus called upon by 
the circumſtances in which I find myſelf, to 
mention with perfect ingenuouſneſs thoſe 
doctrines, which I have ſeen reaſon to 
reject from the creed of Chriſtians, as 
having been introduced into chriſtianity, 
from heathen religions, and heathen phi- 
loſophy, and which I conceive to be the zares 
which our Lord foretold would be ſown, 


by an adverſary among his good ſeed, 


Theſe, however, having been now of long 
ſtanding, are retained with peculiar obſti - 
nacy, by the bulk of profeſling Chriſtians; 
ſo, that they who reject them, and adhere 
to what they conceive, to be the ſimple 
and genyine goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, are 
treated as enemies of the goſpel, and are 
the objects of general ſuſpicion and alarm. 
But in the ſame light appeared Luther, 


Calvin, and many others, who, becauſe 
their ſentiments are now generally ap- 


proved, haye obtained the honourable 
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appellation of Reforniers; and therefore this 
circumſtance, which, if what we preach 
be the truth, will only be temporary, 
ſhould not diſcourages any more than it 
did them. It is only time that is requſite 
to eſtabliſh every reformation. Nothing 
can be more depended upon, than that 
whatever is rue, or right, will in due time 
prevail, and eſtabliſh itſelf, notwithſtanding 
all poſſible oppoſition. "2 
You may aſk, if the doctrines that 
I allude*to do' not belong to the goſpel ; 
how came they to be conſidered in that 
light, and to have kept their place fo 
long in the chriſtian church. But I may 
aſk, how was polytheiſm introduced, into 
the world after the inſtitution of a purer 
religion by Noah, Abraham, and Moſes ; 
and how were the errors and abuſes of 
popery introduced into the pure goſpel of 
Chriſt. It is part of the unſearchable 
myſtery of providence to permit the in- 
troduction, and even the long continuance, 
of many evils, though no doubt for the 
lake of the good, that will ultimately 
be 


10 ' UNITARIANISM 
be more firmly eſtabliſhed by their means. 
And in due time God never fails to raiſe 
up men of ſupeiror wiſdom and ſpirit to 
revive: loſt truth, and to reſtore his true 
worſhip. Thus Paul ſays, Acts xvii. 30. at 
the time of heathen ignorance God winked, 
but then commanded all men every vuhere 10 
repent. So; alſo at the time of chriſtian 
ignorance and darkneſs, God long winked; 
but by means of various reformers he has 
begun to call on the chriſtian world to 
repent of their manifold corruptions of 
the holy religion, delivered to them by 
his ſon Jeſus. And permit me to add, he 
now commands with a voice that will be 
heard. Reaſon and l mn en- 
force the command. 

What, then, you aſk, is the principal 
of what I deem to be thoſe corruptions 
and abuſes of the goſpel, which were left 
_ untouched at the period which we call 

the reformation, but which ſo greatly diſ- 
figure the goſpel; and endangers its very 
exiſtence, by promoting infidelity. - I an- 
ſwer that the firſt and greateſt of theſe 


© - corruptions is the idolatrous worſhip of 


Feſus 
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Jeſur Chriſt, as God equal to the Father. 
This is a direct violation of the firſt and 
greateſt of the ten commandments, Exod. 
xx. 2. Thou ſhalt have no other gods beſides 
me. Now who was the ſpeaker in this 
caſe ? Certainly one perſon, whoever he was, 
and not ro, or more. For then the phraſe 
would have been beſides ut, and therefore 
the admitting of any other perſon to equal 
honours with this one great Being muſt 
be idolatry. If this one Being was the 
Father, the maker of all things, as, no 
doubt, it was, he is the ſole. object of 
religious worſhip, - and not - Chriſt, any 
more than Moſes, or any other perſon, -or 
being, whatever. If, as ſome ſuppoſe, 
it was Chriſt who ſpake from mount 
Sinai, we ought not to worſhip the Father, 
and in this the Moravians are conſiſtent. 
For they addreſs all their prayers to Chriſt. 
The followers of Swedenborg alſo, con- 
ſidering Cluiſt as the one only God, 
reject with indignation the doctrine of a 
proper trinity and their worſhip is uni- 
formly conducted on that principle. 
ä ä Three 
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There is 0 ſubject on which the ſerip- | 
_ tures are ſo clear and emphatical as they 
are on this. The worſhip of one God, 
and that one God the maker of all things, 
ſtiled in the New Teſtament and by our 
Saviour himſelf his God and father, John xx. 
ry. was the one great object of the whole 
Jewiſh diſpenſation. The Hebrew nation 
was choſen, and ſet apart from the reſt of 
the world, on purpoſe to be the repoſitory 
of this great truth, while all other nations 
were ſunk into idolatry, and the corrupt 
practices univerſally connected with it. 
The doctrine of the ſtrict unity of God 
was conſidered as the moſt fundamental 
principle of all religion by the whole body 
of the Jews in our Saviour's time. They 
were then entirely free from idolatry, and 
dreaded the worſhip of any other Being 
than one; and by means of prophets of 
the Jewiſh nation, will the worſhip of the 
one true God be reſtored over the whole 
world. " | 
But as mankind have always ſhewn a 
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of qeities, imagining that the powers of 
one Being were not equal to every thing 
that required the attention of divinity, 
and as the Jews themſelves, though taught 
of God, fell into the idolatrous worſhip 
of their neighbours, ſo the Chriſtians, 
though they were taught the ſame doctrine 
by Chriſt and the apoſtles, yet being 
corrupted by heathen principles, gradually 
adopted the worſhip of many beings, be- 
ginning naturally enough, with Chriſt, 
whoſe perſon, as thereby leſs diſgraceful 
to themſelves, they wiſhed to magnify. But 
not {topping there, they proceeded to the 
worſhip of the Virgin Mary and of ſo 
many other ſaints and angels, as makes 
their catalogue of deities (for ſuch the 
objects of prayer neceſſarily are) as nume- 
rous as that of any of the heathens. This 
practice had alſo the ſame effect with them 
as with the heathens, in withdrawing their 
regards from the one God and Father of 
all, and thus reducing him to a- mere 
cypher in the univerſe. For the zealous 
catholics hardly ever addreſs any prayer 

: ro 
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to the Father, and indeed not many to 
Chriſt, but chiefly to the: Virgin Mary, or 
{ome other inferior ſaint, to whom * 
nn devote themſelves. ö 
Io defend the doctrine of the crigith 
on the pretence that three divine perſons 
make no more than one God, is juſt as 
abſurd as to ſay that three human perſons 
may make no more than one man. If 
each of theſe perſons had only a part of 
the attributes of divinity, as the reaſon, 
the memory, and the ui (to which they 
are ſometimes compared) conſtitute the 
thinking part of man, the three might 
compoſe but one God. But while the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, ſeparately 
conſidered, are each of them maintained 
to be true and very God, without the 
leaſt deficiency. of any one attribute of 
divinity, they cannot, in common ſenſe, 
or common arithmetic, make leſs than 
three Gods. | 
To defend the doctrine of the trinity | 
on the literal interpretation of any par- 
ticular paſſages of ſcripture, is no better 
| than 
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than to defend the doctrine of tranſub- 
ſtantiation in the ſame way. For the 
ſacramental bread is expreſsly ſaid to be 
the body of Chriſt, and the wine his 
blood. But the underſtanding of man is, 
and muſt be, the interpreter of ſcripture; 
and, as in other writings, one part muſt 
not be conſtrued ſo as be inconſiſtent 
with another; and in this reſpect there is 
no more difficulty in the interpretation of 
the ſcriptures than of any other writings, 
if prejudice be out of the queſtion. 

When our Saviour ſays, again and 
again, (John v. 19.) that of himſelf he could 
do nothing, but that the father within him did 
the works, (John xiv.” Io.) meaning his 
miracles; that his diſciples were one with 
him, ar he was one with the Father, John xvii. 
11. that he did nor know the time of the day 
of judgment, but the Father only, Mark. xiii. 
32. when, after his reſurrection and af- 
cenſion, he is ſtiled by the apoſtle Peter 
(evidently ſpeaking of him in the higheſt 
ww (Acts ii. 21 ich a man approved of 
| God, 
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God, by figns and wonders, which God did 
by him, and whom God raiſed from the dead; 
when the apoſtle Paul ſo explicitly ſays 75 

ws (1 Cor. viii. 6. 1 Tim. i. 5.) there 
ir one Cod, the Father,” and one mediator be- 
rween God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, and 
when all the ſacred writers uniformly 
ſpeak of God, and Chriſt, as diſtinct per- 
ſons, and the latter always as ſubordinate 
to the former ; ſurely we ſhould not, from 
any conſtruction of a few paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, deduce a doctrine contrary to this, 
but interpret obſcure paſſages by plainer 
ones, and the general ſenſe of the whole. 
But there is no real difficulty in the in- 
terpretation of any of thoſe paſſages of 
ſcripture which have been ſuppoſed to 
favour the doctrine of the trinity, as J have 
 ſhewn in various publications, eſpecially 
one that has been re-printed in this coun- 
try, intitled A familiar Illuſtration of paſſages 
of ſeriprure relating to this e men as 


ſome others. 
In what manner, and by hae ſteps, 


the chriſtian world, "RS with the 
worſhip 
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worſhip of God the Father only, came to 
conſider Chriſt as God, and how they 
proceeded, afterwards to the worſhip 
of the Virgin Mary, and other ſaints, I 
have explained at large in my Hiſtory of 
the Corruprions | of |Ghriſtianity, and of early 
Opinions concerning Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
It will be ſaid there is danger in leſſen: 
ing the perſonal. dignity of Chriſt, and 
that if he be not God, he cannot be an 
all ſufficient ſaviour, _ Byt . is there not 
danger, on the other hand, in taking from 
the one Gad, and Father of all, the honours 
that are peculiar to im, and which he has 
expreſsly declared he will not give to any 
other? Was Moſes an inſufficient ſaviour, 
or. deliverer (for ſo he is called, with 
reſpect to the Iſraelites) becauſe he Was 
not God? Did not both he and Jeſus 
execute the commiſſions, on which they 
were reſpectiyely ſent, and thereby fully 
anſwer the ends of them? It is God 
alone that, in both the caſes, was the 
proper ſaviour. He was the ſaviour of 
the Iſraelites from the Egyptian bondage 
by the inſtrumentality of Moſes, and it is 
| C he 
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he alſo who ſaves us from fin and death 
by the goſpel of Chriſt; which is there- 
fore called the doctrine of God our ſaviour, 
Suppoſing the Jews, out of reverence for 
Moſes, had paid him divine honours before 
or after his death, would they not have 
been guilty of idolatry, as much as if they 
had worſhipped Baal? If therefore, Chriſt 
was in himſelf a man, or any created being 
Whatever, it is no leſs. Wee and i im. 
piety to worſhip him. 135. — 
Another doctrine highly in jurious to 
God, and which cannot have any favour- 
able effect on thoſe who propoſe to imitate 
him, and what in a great meaſure flowed 
from the doctrine of the trinity, is that of 
attonement, which ſuppoſes that God cannot 
Forgive ſins without ſatisfaction being made 
to his offended (juſtice + by the death of 
Chriſt; when the uniform and plain language 
of ſcripture repreſents him as forgiving 
ſins freely, and requiring no ſatisfaction 
Whatever, beſides the repentance and re- 
Formation of the ſinner. | , 
Ihe firſt and moſt ſolemn a 
of the divine character to Moſes (Exod. 
| XXXVi. 
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xxXiv. 6.) is that of God merciful and 


gracious, long ſuffering, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 


greſſon and ſin. David conſtantly prays for 
the pardon of ſin for his mercy's ſake, Pf. 
xliv. 26. and his nam?'s ſake. Pf. xxv. 1 I. not 
for the ſake of Chriſt, or the Meſſiah ; and 
our Saviour, in his various diſcourſes and 
parables, never repreſents him in any other 
light. What ſatisfaction did the father of 
the prodigal ſon require but his return to 
his duty ? Did he not, even when his ſon 
was a great way off, run to meet him, fall 
upon his neck, and kiſs him? Did not 
the maſter of the ſervant who owed him 
a thouſand talents, forgive him freely, only 
becauſe” he intreated him? Matt. xvili. 32. 

Beſides, as the famous Mr. Penn, the 
founder of this colony, in his excellent 
treatiſe, entitled, The ſandy foumdation ſhaken, 
obſerved, if the juſtice of God the Father 
required ſatisfaction, did not that of God 
the Son require an equal one, and what 
ſatisfaction * was made to him? and it is 
abſurd to ſuppoſe that he made it to him- 
ſelf; for then God the F * * have 


done the ſa me. 1 LE 
* "ER The 
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The original doctrine of ſatigfaction, after 
this term began to be conſidered as 
ſomething. more than a. figure of ſpeech, 
was more rational than that which ob- 
tains at preſent. It being conſidered 
that by means of ſin men were in the 
power of the devil, from which they were 
to be-delivered, or redeemed, God gave 
to him the price of their redemption, in 
the death of his fon. This war the doctrine 
which generally prevailed till the time of 
the celebrated Auſtin, who alſo held it, 
It was not till after this time that the 
generality, of Chriſtians conſidered the 
price of - man's redemption as paid. to God 
the Father by the Son. But the only 
rational doctrine on the ſubject is that 
Chriſt died a ſacrifice only in the figurative 
ſenſe of the word, as men are faid to 
ſacrifice their lives in any cauſe, in which 
they expoſe themſelves to certain death. 
By the rules of the goſpel we are required 
to forgive others, as we: ourſelves hope to 
be forgiven,” that is, we are to conform 
to the rule of the divine conduct in our 
behaviour towards our offending brethren. 


» 4 | Con- 
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Conſequently the maxims of his conduct are 
no other than thoſe of ours. But are we to 
require ſatisfaction of an offending brother ? 
By no means. Our Saviour himfelf ſays, 
(Luke xvii. 3.) that, if he repent, though 
the offence be repeated ever ſo often, we 
muſt forgive him. Surely then, this doctrine 
of atonement implies the greateſt reflection 
on the character and conduct of almighty 
God, and ſinks it below that of a man. 
There are other doctrines which have 
been engrafted on chriſtianity, but they 
are ſo exceedingly diſcordant to it, that, 
though the greateſt ſtreſs was formerly 
laid upon them, as much as is now laid on 
the doctrines of the trinity and atonement, 
they begin to be diſcarded by proteſtants. 
I mean the doctrines of original ſin and 
predeſtination, which imply that man 
has not naturally the power of doing what 
God requires of him, which of courſe 
repreſents him as the moſt unreaſonable 
and unjuſt of all beings, expecting to reap 
where he has not ſowed, and without any re- 
gard to character, arbitrarily deſtining ſome 
toeverlaſting happineſs, and others to ever- 
laſting 
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laſting deſtruction, which it ſhall never be in 


their power toavoid. The mere mentionof 


ſuch things is enough, one would think, to 


fill any reaſonable beings with horror. Can 


we wonder that chriſtianity. is rejected 
when ſuch doctrines as theſe are ſuppoſed 


to belong to it? 

It is, indeed, high time to cry aloud and 
not ſpare, when doctrines ſo abſurd as thoſe 
which I have recited are publicly preached, 


and inſiſted upon, as effential parts of the 
Chriſtian religion. There is no ſaving the 
tree, without cutting off theſe vile ex- 
creſcences. But this being done, the 
evidences of revealed religion will challenge 


the cloſeſt inveſtigation. It ſtands upon a 


rock, and the gates of death. ſhall, not 
prevail againſt it. But ſome would place 


its foundation upon the ſand, and this gave 


Mr. Penn the hint of calling that excel- 


lent tract, in which he refuted thoſe 
doctrines, The ſandy foundation ſhaken.” 


Being, however, put into priſon for this 


meritorious work, he acted a part unworthy 


of chriſtian firmneſs, by explaining away 
his meaning, in another piece entitled, 


Innocence 
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Innocence with its open face, in order to 
obtain his liberty. Let us: follow the ex- 
ample of this great man in freely inveſtigat - 
ing the doctrines of the goſpel, and im- 
parting to others whatever light we are 
able to procure for ourſelves; but let us 
not copy him in his weakneſs, influenced 
by the fear of man; in a caſe which 
reſpects God and conſcience. 

Think not that, in objecting t to the 
opinions of certain claſſes of Chriſtians, I 
diveſt myſelf of chriſtian charity. True 
charity conſiſts in wiſhing well to all per- 
ſons, in doing them every kind office in 
our power, and thinking as well of them 
as we can. And certainly the greateſt 
errors in judgment are conſiſtent with the 
beſt diſpoſitions, and conſequently with 
the moſt perfect acceptableneſs with God, 
who looks only to the heart, and to the 
opportunities which he has afforded to 
every man for the diſcovery of truth. 

A love of truth is an eſſential part of 
a good moral character, and conſequently 
an earneſt endeavour to diveſt ourſelves 
of every prejudice in our ſearch aſter it. 
They, 
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They, therefore, who are either negligent 
in their own inquities, or who in any 
degree perſecute others, on account of their 
difference of opinion, are highly cenſurable. 
But ſuch is the force of prejudice, eſpecially 
in favour of opinions in the belief of 
which men have been educated, and which 
they have long held ſacred, chat the greateſt 
allowance is to be made even for their 
undue attachment to them, and for every 
natural conſequence of that attachment. 
At the fame time, therefore, that I regard 
with horror ſuch doctrines as thoſe of 
tranſubſtantiation, the trinity, atonement, 
and other corruptions of chriſtianity, 
(the purity of which it ' muſt be allowed 
we all ought to have at heart) I regard 
the men who hold them with the greateſt 
reſpect, and I entertain for them the 
greateſt good will. Though they differ 
ſo much from me, they may be greatly 
my ſuperiors both in underſtanding and in 
piety. This, however, is no reaſon why 
I may not believe that, in conſequence of 
my own reſearches after truth, I ſee the 
errors into which they have been led. As 
= | l the 
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the beſt of men have their failings, which 
others ought to avoid, the wiſeſt of men 
may have their errors, which their — 
8 not to copy. | 

Chriſtians may reſpe&t and love one 
another though they cannot worſhip toge- 
ther. For certainly no unitarian can con- 
ſcientiouſly join in worſhip with trinitarians; 
ſince they have not the ſame object of 
worſhip. A trinitarian may join in wor- 
ſhip with me, becauſe the Being to whom 
I addreſs myſelf in prayer he allows to be 
God, and that I aſcribe to him no more 
than he believes to he his due. But I can- 
not join in prayer to Chriſt as God, if 1 
do not believe him to be God. On the 
contrary, zealous as I ought to be for the 
honour of the one true God, I ought to be 
filled with horror at the impiety of it. A 
trinitarian, however, is not only juſtified 
in his adoration of Chriſt, but under 
a natural obligation ſo to do; becauſe, 
being in his idea, in all reſpects equal 
to the Father, he muſt be entitled to the 
ſame adoration with the Father himſelf, 
and it is injuſtice to him to withold it from 
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him. We are to worſhip and bow down 
before the Lord our maker. If | Chriſt, then 
be the Lord our maker, we ought to 

worſhip and bow down before him. 
Unitarians, therefore, ought by all 
means to have places of worſhip peculiar 
to themſelves. They ought to come out 
of a corrupt and idolatrous church, and be 
ſeparate. Indeed, by this means only will 
it appear to the world that chriſtians are 
not univerſally idolaters, and that our reli- 
gion is not that ſyſtem of abſurdity and 
impiety which unbelievers think themſelves 
authorized to reject without examination, 
This is a duty which we owe to religion, 
and to mankind, whom we ought to inſtruct 
by every means in our power, by GE 

as well as by precept. | 
'This is the only method of treat 
due attention to any ſet of important prin- 
ciples, and of promoting that enquiry, and 
free diſcuſſion, which is favourable to the 
propagation of truth. For other ſects of 
chriſtians, having the ſame zeal. for their 
peculiar principles, will naturally preach, 
and write, in defence of them; and the 
world 
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world at large will thereby have an oppor- 
tunity of judging, by comparing the ar- 
guments on both ſides, and conſidering the 
temper with which they are urged, which 
are more juſt, and more truly chriſtian. And 
happily, in this free country, where the 
ſtate does not interfere with matters of re- 
ligion, free diſcuſſion may be expected to 
produce its natural effect, and conſequently 
that whatever ſhall appear to be true, will 
finally prevail, and eſtabliſh itſelf, not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition it may mee 
with. | / 9p 
May the God of truth lead us into all 
truth. ONES 1 - 5 
Having given this account of my faith 
with reſpe&t to articles of the greateſt 
ſecondary importance, I ſhall take the li- 
berty (eſpecially as I have been indulged 
with an opportunity of pleading what 1 be- 
lieve to be the cauſe of truth in this place) 
to expreſs my concurrence with the miniſ- 
ter, and the congregation worſhipping here, 
in their opinion concerning the final happi- 
neſs of all the human race, a doctrine 
eminently calculated to promote alike gra- 
titude 
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titude to God, and benevolence to man, 
and conſequently every other virtue; and 
fince this doctrine is perfectly confiſtent 
with the belief of the adequate puniſhment 
of all ſin, it is far from giving ** en- 
conragement to ſinners. 

The doctrine of eternal torments is alto- 
gether indefenſible on any principles of juſ- 
tice or equity; for all the crimes of finite 
creatures, being of courſe finite, cannot in 
equity deſerve infinite puniſhment. The 
Judge of all the earth, who appeals to men 
that all his ways are equal, we may reſt aſ- 
fured; will do that which is right. Nay, 
in the midſt of judgment he ever remembers 
mercy, end he has declared, that; he 2 
not anger for ever. 

But I do not lay much ſtreſs on parti- 
cular texts of ſcripture in this caſe, becauſe 
it does not appear to me to have been the 
proper object of the miſſion of Chriſt, or 
of any other prophet, to announce this 
doctrine, nor does it appear that any of 
them conſidered the ſubject in its full extent. 
But it may be inferred from the general max- 
uns of God's moral government, and from 

| the 
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the ſpirit and tendency of the whole ſyſtem 
of revelation. Since all the dead are to be 
raiſed, the wicked as well as the righteous, 
it is highly improbable that this will be mere- 
ly for the ſake of their being puniſhed, and 
then conſigned to annihilation, as if they 
were incapable of improvement. 

No human beings can be ſo depraved 
as that it ſhall not be in the power of pro- 
per diſcipline to reclaim them, ſo as to 
make them valuable characters. What great 
things have the excellent regulations of the 
public priſon in this city effected in this 
reſpect? They are regulations worthy 
to be imitated in all the United States, 
and through the whole world. How 
often do vices ariſe from falſe views of 
things, occaſioned by the circumſtances in 
which men are unavoidably placed, which 
therefore a more fayourable ſituation, and 
better information, would eaſily cure. The 
natural operation of all puniſhment here is 
the reformation of the offender; and if 
human nature_will continue to be the ſame 
thing that it now is, it muſt have the ſame 
operation hereafter, and the ime that is 

| often 
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often the only thing wanting to produce its 
proper effect at preſent, A not be want- 
ing then. 2 


Many vicious perſons, and eſpecially 
unbelievers, are men of great natural ta- 
lents and powers, capable of the happieſt 

exertions, if only well directed, and is their 
Maker incapable of giving them that due 
direction? After having made uſe of 
them for the wiſe and benevolent purpoſes 

of his providence here, in promoting, as 
they indirectly do, the virtue and happi- 
neſs of others, will he caſt them away, 
as of no further uſe? For, as I have ob- 
ſerved, moral as well as natural evils are 
neceſſary in this ſtate of trial and diſcipline. 
Would not any man be juſtly cenfured for 
deſtroying any animal that might be ren- 
dered uſeful, merely becauſe he was vicious? 
Or would any parent abandon a child 
for any fault that he could be guilty of? 
It would be ſaid that judicious treatment 
would cure thoſe vices, whatever they 
were. And is the Divine Being leſs {kill- 
ful, or leſs benevolent, than man? 

' Conſider, farther, how is it | poſſible 
for good men, to whom the happineſs of 
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heaven is promiſed, to have any enjoy- 
ment of that happineſs themſelves, if thoſe 
for whom they cannot but have the 
ſtrongeſt affection, eſpecially their children, 
and other near relations and friends, be, 1 
do not ſay, conſigned to everlaſting 
torments, but even annihilated, or in any 
other way only excluded from all poſſi- 
bility of attaining ſuch a ſtate as will 
make their exiſtence a bleſſing to them. 
If David lamented as he did the death of 
his rebellious ſon Abſalom, what would he 
have felt in the idea of his utter deſtruction? 
A parent myſelf, allow me to ſpeak to 
the feelings of others who are alſo parents. 
But is not God the true parent of us all? 
Are not our children as much his, as they 
are ours? And is an earthly parent, who 
is deſerving of the name, incapable of 
wholly abandoning any of his children; 
and will God, whoſe tender mercies are 
over all his works, Pſalm cxlv. 9. and whoſe 
love and compaſſion far exceeds. ours, 
abandon any of his? Like a true. parent, 
he will ever correct in meaſure, and with 

Mercy. 


I ſhall 


* 
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I ſhall conclude with a quotation from 
Dr. Hartley*s Obſervations on Man, in which 
the doctrine of the final happineſs of all 
men is ably defended. It is the concluſion | 
of his great work. 


1 have now gone through with my Obſervations on te 
© frame, duty, and expectations of man, finiſhing them with the 
« doctrine of ultimate unlimited happineſs to all. This 
s doctrine if it be true, ought at once to diſpel all gloomineſy, 
e anxiety, and ſorrow, from our hearts, and raiſe them to the 
< higheſt pitch of love, adoration, and gratitude, towards 
God, our moſt bountiful creator, and-- merciful fathery 
and the inexhauſtible ſource of happineſs and perfection. 
Here ſelf intereſt, benevolence, and piety, all concur to 
move and exalt our affections. How. happy in himſelf, 
* how benevolent to others, and how thankful to God, 
„ ought that man to be who believes both himſelf and 
others born to an infinite expectation? Since God has 
& bid us rejoice, what can make us ſorrowſul? Since e 
has created us for happineſs what miſery] can we fear? 
If we be really intended for ultimate unlimited happinels, 
« it is no matter to a truly reſigned perſon hex, or wude, 
« or how, Nay, could any of us fully conceive, and be 
& duly influenced by this glorious expectation, this infinite 
balance in our fayour, it would be ſufficient to deprive 
all preſent evils of their ſting and bitterneſs. It would be 
« a ſufficient anſwer to all our difficulties and anxieties, 
from the folly, vice, and miſery, which we experience 
“ in ourſelves, and ſee in others, to ſay that they will 
end in unbounded knowledge, virtue, and happineſs; 
and that the progreſs of every individual, in his paſſage 
* through an eternal life, is from imperfect to perfect, 
particular to general, leſs to greater, finite to infinite, and 
from the creature to the Creator.” 


7 YEGL 


